THE AMERICAN INDIAN HEALTH COMMISSION

2026 Biennial Tribal and State Health Leaders Summit

High-Level Agenda for the week:
e Monday 9/14: Tribal and State Health Leaders Summit
e Tuesday 9/15: WA Tribal Opioid Fentanyl Taskforce Summit
e Wednesday 9/16: Tribal Behavioral Health Focused Day
e Thursday 9/17: Tribal Public Health Focused Day
e Friday 9/18: Food Sovereignty Gathering and Closing

Monday, September 14, 2026

PULLING TOGE]

Day 1: Tribal and State Leaders Biennial Health (Indigenous Knowledge: Culture is Prevention)

Main Room: Skookum Creek Event Center

Talking Circles (additional rooms): Room A Squi-Aitl Room, Room B Steh-Chass Room

Evening Reception: Ballroom (2"¢ floor of the hotel)

Time Topic

9:00 am to 10:00 am Summit Check-in

Breakfast available

Opening: posting of colors,
welcome/blessing; summit intro
Introduce Summit Aunties

10:00 am to 11:00 am Native Youth Leadership Panel
11:00 am to 12:00 PM American Indian Healthcare Delivery
Plan 30" Anniversary Roundtable

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm Lunch

9:30 AM to 10:00 AM

Panel

2:30 pm to 4:00 pm Talking Circles

1:00 pm to 2:30 PM Legislative and Tribal, State Agency

Topic 1 (60 mins) HR1 Impacts (include
Rural Health Transformation)

Topic 2 (30 mins) Tribal Reinvestment
Account

4:00 to 4:30 pm 2027/2028 Biennium Priorities review
Break

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm Evening Reception

Presentation of the 2026 Lou Schmitz
Community Connections Award

Speakers, Presenters
AIHC

Squaxin Island Tribe and AIHC
Leadership

Moderated by: Peggen Frank
(AIHC)

Facilitated by: Vicki Lowe (AIHC)
and Jen Olsen (AIHC)
Moderated by: Native Youth
Leadership Committee
Facilitated by: AIHC

Presented by: Vicki Lowe (AIHC)

AIHC Leadership




Tuesday, September 15, 2026

Day 2: 4™ Annual WA Tribal Opioid and Fentanyl Taskforce Summit (Indigenous Knowledge: We are telling stories that
heal)

Main Room: Skookum Creek Event Center

Talking Circles: Room A Squi-Aitl Room, Room B Steh-Chass Room

Memorial Walking Circle: Pond Circle by RV Parking

Time Topic Speakers, Presenters

8:30 am to 9:00 am Welcome and Blessing Squaxin Island Tribe
Breakfast served

9:00 AM to 9:30 am WTOF Taskforce Opening WTOF Taskforce Co-Chairs and
Introduce Summit Aunties DH

Campaign Award Presentation

9:30 am to 11:00 AM Lived/Living Experience Panel Moderated by: Cindy Gamble
(AIHC)

Updates from WTOF Workgroups WTOF Workgroup Chairs
Lunch =
Talking Circles Facilitated by: AIHC
_ Topic 1 (30 mins) Continuum of Care
_ Topic 2 (30 mins) Community

Response
_ Topic 3 (30 mins) Family and

Community Services
_ Topic 4 (30 mins) Housing and

Wraparound Services

Topic 5 (30) Public Safety and the
Justice System

3:30 to 4:30 pm WTOF Taskforce Meeting to set Presented by: Vicki Lowe
priorities and action items for (AIHC); Elaina Perry (DOH) and
upcoming year Kris Shera (HCA) - State Opioid

Response Plan

4:30 to 6:00 pm Break --
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm Memorial Walking Circle AIHC Events Team

Wednesday, September 16, 2026

Day 3: Tribal Behavioral Health Focus (Indigenous Knowledge: We don’t give up on our people)
Main Room: Skookum Creek Event Center

Talking Circles: Room A Squi-Aitl Room, Room B Steh-Chass Room

Time Topic Speakers, Presenters

Welcome and Blessing Squaxin Island Tribe
Breakfast served
9:00 AM to 10:30 AM Native Youth Leadership Panel — NYS Moderated by: Kathryn Akeah
Review (AIHC)

10:30 am to 12:00 PM Behavioral Health Panel Moderated by: Rose BlueBack
(Squaxin Island Tribe)

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm Lunch --



1:00 pm to 1:30 PM Presentation: Strategic Plan Elements

1:30 pm to 3:00 pm Keynote Presentation: Culturally
Grounded Assessment tool and
training plan

Interactive Discussion: Strategic Plan
Systems

3:00 to 4:30 pm

Thursday, September 17, 2026

Presented by: Kathryn Akeah
(AIHC)

Presented by: Dr. Danica Brown
(White Crane Consulting, LLC)

Facilitated by: Kathryn Akeah
(AIHC)

Day 4: Tribal Public Health Focus (Indigenous Knowledge: It's our community; these are our people.)

Main Room: Sa-Heh-Wa-Mish Room
Talking Circles: Room A Squi-Aitl Room, Room B Steh-Chass Room

Book Club: Little Skookum Room (2" floor of the hotel across the hallway from the ballroom)

Time Topic

Breakfast served

Welcome and Intros to Tribal Public
Health Day

Notifiable Conditions Updates

10:30 am to 12:00 pm Emergency Response Panel

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm Lunch

1:00 pm to 1:30 PM Interactive Game: Where is that
Document

1:30 to 3:00 PM Talking Circle: Environmental Public
Health

FPHS Budget and Legislative Priorities
Panel

3:00 pm to 3:45 pm

3:45 pm to 4:30 pm Tribal Public Health Priorities Review

4:30 to 6:00 pm Break

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm Book Club meeting with Kara Briggs,
Author of Rivers in my Veins

Speakers, Presenters
Squaxin Island Tribe

Vicki Lowe (AIHC)

Presented by: Amber Arndt
(DOH) and Jessica McKee (AIHC)
Moderated by: Amber Arndt
(DOH)

Facilitated by: Jessica McKee
(AIHC)

Facilitated by: Faith Turk (AIHC)

Moderated by: Vicki Lowe
(AIHC)

Panelists: Andrew Shogren
(Jamestown), Steve Kutz (AIHC),
Jamie Bodden (WSALPHO),
Jessica McKee (AIHC)
Presented by Vicki Lowe (AIHC),
Jessica McKee (AIHC), and Faith
Turk (AIHC)

AIHC Events Team




Friday, September 18, 2026
Day 5: Indigenous Food Sovereignty Gathering (Indigenous Knowledge: Our roots belong where we began)
Main Room: Sa-Heh-Wa-Mish Room

Time Topic Speakers, Presenters
8:30 am to 9:00 am Welcome and Blessing Squaxin Island Tribe
Breakfast served
9:00 AM to 10:00 am History of Traditional Medicines and Facilitated by Charlene Krise
Medicine Making (Squaxin Island)
10:00 am to 11:00 am Plant Teachings for Growing Social and  Facilitated by: Elise Krohn
Emotional Skills (Native Plants and Foods
Institute)
11:00 am to 12:00 pm AIHC Food Safety and Food Facilitated by: Faith Turk (AIHC)
Sovereignty Programs
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm Summit Closing, post-event survey Squaxin Island Tribe and AIHC
leadership

Summit Aunties

Cindy Gamble, Tlingit

Charlene Abrahamson, Spokane Tribe
Kathy Pierre, Lummi Nation
Danica Brown, Choctaw Nation




