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1. Equal or Greater Access. Ensure your agency’s policies, agreements, and practices 
provide Tribes access to data that is equal to or greater than other 
governments/public health jurisdictions. This access includes public health data about 
individuals residing within a Tribal health jurisdiction regardless of the individual’s 
AI/AN status (e.g. local health jurisdictions’ access to public health data is not based 
on the citizenship or place of birth of the individual).   

2. Governments Are First in Line. Ensure Tribal, federal, state, and local health 
jurisdictions are first in line for data about their citizens.  

3. Tribes Tell Their Own Story. Recognize that Tribes are the authority in telling their story. 

4. Consult and Collaborate. Consult and collaborate early and often with Tribes.  

5. Protect Tribal Data. Protect Tribal data from wrongful sharing/publication/use by third 
parties. 

6. Use the Tribal Data Sovereignty Checklist. Incorporate Tribal Data Sovereignty 
Checklist provisions into your agency’s policies and procedures and agreements. 

7. Utilize the Model DSA. Utilize the AIHC Model Tribal Data Sharing Agreement (DSA) 
when your agency creates DSAs with any Tribe. 

8. Share Your Data Landscape. Discuss/gather input from Tribes on the data landscape 
at your agency: 

• Ensure clarity on which sets of data are subject to the Public Records Act 

• Provide opportunity for questions about the datasets and to learn more about 
what is in each set so Tribes can make informed decisions about which data they 
need access to or protection of.  

9. Identify Alternative Means for Sharing Data. Identify alternative means for sharing 
data with Tribes (i.e. your agency’s confidentiality forms) when a data sharing 
agreement is not feasible or in development. Data sharing agreements are not the only 
way to share data with Tribes.  

10. Know and Understand Data Laws Regarding Tribes. Know and understand the legal 
framework for sharing data with Tribal health jurisdictions. AIHC Pub. Health Data 
Exchange between Tribal-Fed-State-Local Jurisdictions Legal Overview 9-7-23.pdf. 

https://aihc-wa.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/49/2025/08/GIHAC-Tribal-Data-Sovereignty-Checklist-12-3-2024.pdf
https://aihc-wa.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/49/2025/08/GIHAC-Tribal-Data-Sovereignty-Checklist-12-3-2024.pdf
https://aihc-wa.com/programs-and-policy/tribal-public-health/tribal-data-sovereignty-and-data-privacy/
https://aihc-wa.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/49/2025/02/Exchanging-Data-with-Tribal-Jurisdictions-A-Legal-Overview.pdf
https://aihc-wa.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/49/2025/02/Exchanging-Data-with-Tribal-Jurisdictions-A-Legal-Overview.pdf

