
6.10.2025 -Public Safety and the Justice System -  
In attendance: Vicki Lowe, AIHC; Nakia Dimeiro, Kris Shera, HCA; Amber Arndt, DOH; 
Jim Baumgartner, WA Dept of Military; Chief Sherman Pruitt, Sauk-Suiattle Tribe; 
Christa Mcallister, Upper Skagit Tribe;  
 
The workgroup reviewed and edited the PS&J section of the legislative report.   
 

 
Public Safety and the Justice System Workgroup  

This workgroup is established to resolve public safety, justice, and jurisdictional issues that create barriers 

in the opioid response. This workgroup engages with a diverse group of partners committed to enhancing 

public safety and justice within Tribal communities.   

Participants in this workgroup include Tribal leaders, legal experts, and representatives from various Tribal 

law enforcement agencies who collaborate to address pressing issues in public safety and justice delivery. 

These engagements strengthen partnerships within the justice system, improve policy frameworks, and 

promote culturally responsive strategies.   

The workgroup uses these strategies to develop effective justice and public safety systems in Tribal 

communities within Washington state, including resolving jurisdictional issues.   

The Public Safety and the Justic System sub-workgroup meets monthly via Zoom, on the second Monday 

at 10 a.m. It is led by Councilman James Salazar, Quileute Tribe, and Co-Chair Asa Washines, AGO.   

 
Workgroup members   

• Washington State Patrol (WSP)  

• AGO  

• Washington Association of Sheriffs & Police Chiefs (WASPC): Sam Whit, Elwha Chief of 

Polic  

• Prosecutors and defenders (Chelsea can provide names)   

• Public defenders groups   

• Chief Judge Ron Whitner  

• Chief Ducet  

• Judge Anita Neal  

• Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)  

• Federal representative for jurisdictional issues: U.S. Attorney’s Office, Tessa and Tate 

London?  

• OTA  

• Two community members with lived experience   

 
Why this Workgroup is important  

Effective responses to the opioid crisis are complicated by the complexity of jurisdiction on Tribal lands, 

providing appropriate services in carceral settings, and linking people to care at release.  

 
Findings   



The priorities for this workgroup were initially addressed through the Tribal Warrants Implementation 

workgroup established under 6146-S.SL.pdf. The workgroup began meeting in January of 2025 to look at 

the 2023 and 2024 Summit priorities not addressed int the Tribal Warrants Bill.  

Below is a compilation of work happening through both workgroups:  

 

Accomplishments: 

Addressing complexity of jurisdiction on Tribal lands by establishing Tribal warrant reciprocity. 

- SB 6146 passed legislature in the 2024 session: Chapter 10.32 RCW: TRIBAL WARRANTS Tribal Warrants 

workgroup was established to implement the new RCW.  

 

Providing appropriate services in carceral settings, including detox and re-entry at both state and local 

levels, linking people to care at release and expanding access to diversion programs and other supportive 

services – including re-entry programs  

-On July 1, 2025, as part of Medicaid Transformation 2.0, a statewide re-entry program is being rolled out. 

The program includes county, municipal and state facilities: 

Reentry from a carceral setting | Washington State Health Care Authority  

The American Indian Health Commission is working directly with Community Health Plan of Washington 

(CHPW) to ensure Indian Health Care Providers, Tribal Governments, Urban Indian Health Programs (UIHPs) 

and other Native serving health programs participate in this program.   

 

Enhancing collaboration between Tribal police and other law enforcement agencies –  

 On March 12, 2025, the first ever WA Tribal Law Enforcement Conference was held at Camp Murray. The 

conference was a collaboration between the WA Department of the Military, the Attorney General’s Office 

and AIHC. During the Conference, Tribal Chiefs of Police learned about all the resources available for 

counterdrug response. This conference needs to be held annually and includes Tribal Leaders.  

 

Ongoing Priorities  

• Increasing coordination with Tribal wellness courts  

• Supporting Tribal drug taskforces  

• Strengthening and integrating traditional judicial systems and cultural practices    

• Create clear, consistent process for jurisdictional transfer between counties and Tribes   

• Strengthening collaboration between different sectors including law enforcement and providers  

• Assess local laws to determine where they need to be strengthened or revised  

• Address the need for Juvenile Justice Services for Tribal Youth  

 
Recommendations   

 
Legislative recommendations  
Funding for Annual Tribal Law enforcement Conference- including Tribal Leaders  

Legislation and funding for pilot programs for Tribal Juvenile Courts developed through Tribal need.  

Use Judge Advocates General (JAG) funding to be allocated for 16 drug taskforces to continue to operate.  

 
Policy recommendations  

Training for local and county law enforcement and government to address misinformation, stigma, and 

other barriers for justice involved citizens with substance use disorder issues needing treatment.  

Ensure UAs are tested for fentanyl, make it known that fentanyl is in everything.  

Incorporating mental health into criminal justice services, across the state.  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6146-S.SL.pdf?q=20250609085527
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=10.32
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/medicaid-transformation-project-mtp/reentry-carceral-setting


 
Programmatic recommendations  
Education for implementation of Tribal Warrants bills  

  

Funding and budget request  

Fiscal analysis  
The cost for annual Tribal Law Enforcement Conference is $40,000 per year, this conference is focused on 

the opioid/fentanyl response.  

Tribal Juvenile Courts Pilot Project $XXXX (will find out from committee on Monday)  

$2.7 million on Judge Advocates General (JAG) funding for 16 regional drug taskforces.  

$ XXXX for Tribal Attorneys to provide Tribal Warrants Training.  

  

 


