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WA Tribal Opioid and Fentanyl Taskforce 
Minutes
American Indian Health Commission
6/24/2025 9:00 AMPDT

Attendance
Present:
Members: Dylan Gonzales (remote), Summer Hammons (remote), Lucy Hill (remote), Maureen 
Kinley (remote), Steve Kutz (remote), Sarah Sullivan (remote), Jaymes Abraham (remote), 
Chairman Hillaire (remote), Christa McAllister (remote), Chelsea Sayles (remote), Dayna 
Seymour (remote), Monica Tonasket (remote)
Guests: Jeannie Lockhart (remote)
AIHC: VIcki Lowe (remote), Maria Ness (remote), Pam Priest (remote), Faith Turk (remote), 
Heather Holzer (remote), Laura Kluever (remote), Lisa Rey Thomas (remote), Wendy Stevens 
(remote)
Attorney General's Office: Asa Washine (remote)
DOC: Colleen Cawston (remote)
DOH: Candice Wilson (remote), Amber Arndt (remote), Kathy Pierre (remote), Kristin Peterson 
(remote)
DSHS: Brenda Francis-Thomas (remote), Heather Hoyle (remote), Sher Stecher (remote), Tim 
Collins (remote)
HCA: Aren Sparck (remote), Charissa Fotinos (remote), Jaron Heller (remote), Raina Peone 
(remote), Rebecca Alderman (remote), Nakia DeMiero (remote), Lena Nachland (remote), 
Christine Winn (remote)
House Democrat: Rep Lekanoff (remote)
OIC: Larry Robinette (remote)
WAHBE: Charlene Abrahamson (remote)
WSP: Shane Nelson (remote)

I. Welcome- Opening 
Rep. Debra Lekanoff, Vicki Lowe
 

II. Open in a Good Way 
Charlene Abrahamson shared a blessing.

III. Taskforce Business 

A. Roll Call/Establish Quorum 
Quorum Established.
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Roll Call 6.24.25

B. Approve Today's Agenda 

Motion:
Motion to Approve Today's Agenda

Motion carried.

C. Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 

 WA Tribal Opioid and Fentanyl Taskforce Minutes.pdf

Motion:
Motion to Approve April 22, 2025 Minutes.

Motion carried.

IV. Discussion Topics

A. Review of Legislative report to move on to Governor's Indian Health Advisory 
Council
Presenter: Vicki Lowe 

Vicki shared the Tribal Opioid Standard Leg Report DRAFT 06232025. It will require approval 
today to move report on to the Governors Indian Health Advisory Council for approval. Vicki will 
send the report out again for review by Tribes for edits/comments. She is looking to fill in the 
amounts noted with an X. Rep Lekanoff feels we have time for the amounts and can go to GIHAC 
without. 

Overall Recommendations
• Continue funding for the WA State Tribal Opioid and Fentanyl 

Response Taskforce inclusive of the five workgroups and Annual 
Summit- Amend RCW 43.71B to codify the connection between 
WA Tribal Opioid Fentanyl Taskforce and the Governor’s Indian 
Health Advisory Council.

• Ensure state agencies follow RCW 43.376 – Tribal Liaisons need to 
report to agency leads

• Early engagement with new agency leadership as soon as they are 
each in place

 
Overall Funding and Budget Requests

• WA State Tribal Opioid and Fentanyl Taskforce funding – Annual 
$40,000 for taskforce meetings, $250,000 per year for Annual 

https://www.onboardmeetings.com/
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Summit, $50,000 for reporting. Funding from the Opioid 
Abatement Settlement Account.

 
In understanding the budget difficulties, Vicki noted that we are looking 
at how we utilize existing programs and funding wherever possible.
Discussion -
Rep Lekanoff clarified that the Leg ask has 2 considerations - 

• a proviso for 2026 for the additional funding or 
• the consideration is to amend GIHAC. The structure we have now 

is working so it is her recommendation to consider amending 
GIHAC and lifting this entire process and putting it in as an 
additional function of GIHAC. The intent is for any 
recommendations to come out of the Task Force, to go to GIHAC 
for approval anyway. So the intent would be to modify the RCW 
43.71 B and add this Task Force into GIHAC and then a separate 
leg bill that codifies GTLSSC. Colleen stated Sec Land has been 
briefed on GTLSSC and is supportive. 

 
Summer Hammons asked for clarification re this work going under GTLSSC 
as presented by Tim Collins at The Summit or under GIHAC. Vicki 
responded that GIHAC is codified under RCW 4,371 B and we have not 
gotten GTLSSC codified yet. Hopefully, once we get that person on staff 
we can work on that. This person will in under GOIA and will coordinate 
between the Health and Social Services for us which will help support the 
Taskforce work and the work groups. Steve added that the position needs 
to report to the Tribes like AIHC does. Rep Lekanoff asked if the State has 
committed to that? Steve responded that it has been stuck under GOIA 
making it a government employee even though he was pushing to not. 
We need to work on this. Steve added that GTLSSC should be sitting in its 
own RCW. 
Colleen thinks where we land with the work should be the clearest path 
that we have. And if that means GIHAC, then let's keep it there and not 
create additional barriers/obstacles. Rep. Lekanoff responded that the 
proviso is going to end and so the Taskforce will end. So tucking it in 
under GIHAC will save it. 

Motion:
Motion made to approval the report to be sent to GIHAC. As Chair of this 
committee, Rep Lekanoff recommended the report be sent GIHAC and go 

https://www.onboardmeetings.com/
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equally to HCA as holder of the grant and Caitlin with the GOVs Office. 
The request will be for Caitlin to be able to coordinate this to the 
Legislature, not directly from HCA to the Leg. We will include a caveat that 
we will provide supplemental information later. 
Steve voiced that this vote is worth celebrating! This report has been a 
huge lift. The Tribes appreciate the partnership with the State that made 
this possible. He also called out the hard work of Vicki and the AIHC staff 
creating the report and the Lummi Nation with Chairman Hillaire in 
declaring a health emergency. 

Motion carried.

Legislative recommendations
• Continue support of Capital Budget funding for Tribal- and UIHO-

operated behavioral health facilities to expand access to care with 
a focus on youth withdrawal management (detox) services and 
recovery/transitional housing, including support for admitting 
youth to a behavioral hospital for medical withdrawal 
management prior to transferring them safely to a treatment 
facility.

• Require hospital and behavioral health agency staff to receive 
training on Tribal Sovereignty and Indian Health Care Delivery 
System and trauma-informed care that includes intergenerational 
trauma and intergenerational clarity.

 
Policy recommendations

• Advocate for policies that incorporate place-based models into 
treatment and carceral facilities for Tribal youth – this approach 
must prioritize culturally accurate curricula that integrate 
historical values and environmental elements as well as align with 
cultural practices.

• Continued support of telemedicine services for treatment of 
opioid use disorder (OUD) including MOUD.

 
Programmatic recommendations

• Develop a program for hospital emergency departments to 
connect patients to peer support specialists or recovery coaches 
for follow-up after an opioid and/or fentanyl overdose.

https://www.onboardmeetings.com/
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1. Connect with Hospitals on use of Emergency Room Social Workers 
and discharge planning to ensure people are connected back to 
services within their community.

2. Connect with Scala Northwest Project.
3. Develop a process for hospitals to connect patients with local 

providers when methadone is the needed MOUD.
4. Share success stories

 
Funding and budget request
Fiscal analysis

• Capital Budget Funding - $50 million per year for expanding 
Tribally- or UIHO-operated behavioral health facilities and housing 
(see Housing Finding and Recommendations).

 
Discussion:
For Programmatic recommendations, Vicki wonders whether or not this 
can happen under existing funding? Dr Fotinos shared that they are 
working to all Peers to bill under settings other than BH agency. The 
hospitals do have issues hiring peers. These are solvable problems but 
need to work through the barriers with the hospitals. Steve suggested 
looking at Confluence Health and find out how it worked to place 
someone in the ER's. This is not just a Tribal issue. It was also suggested 
that as an additional resource, existing ER staff be trained to assist with 
overdose care as well as planning/coordination for discharge. We need to 
get a trial going on this. HCA has been running a program called Scala NW 
fodr the last year. She will provide a list of the hospitals participating. It 
doesn't include the peer piece.
Re the Funding and budget Request, Steve feels this is where we need to 
do the work to identify the gaps. One of the gaps it more qyouth capacity 
than what's on the other side of the state. 
Rep Lekanoff requested that a copy of the report of all Tribal and non-
Tribal SUD's be sent to Vicki. She doesn't know if was ever completed. 
Kristin/DOH added a link in the chat to BHA Greenbook Data. Steve is 
asking for an inventory of Tribal inventory. Vicki added that she does have 
a list compiled but needs to update with those added this last year. We 
also need to talk co-occurring. HCA can provide of list of all licensed 
agencies with Medicaid. Vicki is including the Resource Guide currently 
being compiled by AIHC. 

https://www.onboardmeetings.com/
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To be discussed at the Housing Workgroup meeting later today.

Legislative recommendations
• Fund the Annual Tribal Law Enforcement Conference, inclusive of 

Tribal leaders
Focus 2026 Conference on opioid and fentanyl response

• Establish legislation and funding for pilot programs for Tribal 
Juvenile Courts developed through a Tribally led process.

• Allocate $2.7 million of Judge Advocates General (JAG) funding for 
16 drug taskforce's to continue operating

 
Policy recommendations

• Create training for local and county law enforcement and 
government to address misinformation, stigma, and other barriers 
for justice involving citizens with substance-use disorder issues 
needing treatment. Include training on complex jurisdictional 
issues.

• Ensure UAs are tested for fentanyl; make it known that fentanyl is 
in everything.

• Incorporate mental health into criminal justice services across the 
state.

 
Programmatic recommendations

• Create education for implementation of Tribal Warrants bills
 

Funding and budget request
Fiscal analysis

• Annual Tribal Law Enforcement Conference – $40,000 per year
• Tribal Juvenile Courts Pilot Project – $XXXX (Vicki looking for 

someone to recommend an amount/funding source)
• $2.7 million of Judge Advocates General (JAG) funding for 16 

regional drug taskforces
 

Discussion - 
Chelsea Sayles shared that she and other attorneys have no problem 
volunteering their time for the training. Vicky will take this off as a 
funding request and leave as a policy request that trainings happen. 

https://www.onboardmeetings.com/
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Chelsea added that it looks like they are on track to have everything rolled 
out by July 1st, for that Tribal Warrants Act.

Not Discussed.

Not Discussed.

B. Overview of 100% Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP)
Presenters: Vicki Lowe, Heather Erb

100% FMAP and the Tribal Investment Account was review by Vicki how shared a bit about the 
history. There is a lack of transparency on the FMAP funds the State is being reimbursed since 
1996. We are thinking that it may be easier to have the State agree to capture those 100% FMAP 
savings, track them with transparency and add them to the Tribal Reinvestment Account. Then 
GIHAC would decide how to reinvest into the Indian Healthcare delivery system. This could be 
considered by legislation for next session. 

Discussion:

Rep. Lekanoff asked how she can help in the role of Vice Chair of the Health Committee and then 
sitting in Appropriations in the House Committee. She suggested she could invite AIHC and the 
agencies to present on this. Sarah Sullivan supports this idea and weave education that Tribes are 
not compared to FQHC's or other clinics. 

Steve Kutz added we also need to educate on how Tribes save the State money in other ways. 

V. WA Tribal Opioid and Fentanyl Response Resource Guide 
Presenter: Heather Holzer, AIHC; Nakia Demiero, HCA/OTA
https://aihc-wa.com/resources/tribal-opioid-and-fentanyl-response-resource-library/
It is currently in Phase 1 with Phase 2 including videos and is meant to be a One-Stop-Shop.. Please feel 
free any resources/suggestions with Heather and Nakia. 
Discussion:
This spreadsheet from DOH can be incorporated into the guide. BHA Greenbook Data
Sarah Sullivan suggested adding Best Practices examples and exchange what is working for one Tribes.

 WTOF Resource Library-2.pptx

VI. Workgroup Updates 
The workgroups will continue to meet and work on our priorities. 

A. Community Response 

B. Continuum of Care 

C. Family and Community Services 

D. Housing and Wrap Around Services 

E. Public Safety and the Justice System 

VII. Tribal Youth Council - Youth Summit Fall 2025 

https://www.onboardmeetings.com/
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Still waiting for funding from DOH to continue with planning. More details to come.

August 26, 2025 (4th Tuesday) 9:00 - 11:00 will be the next meeting then go to quarterly 
meetings.

VIII. Program Updates
Steve Kutz - Suquamish will be doing Intensive Day Treatment w housing as an alternative to Inpatient. 
Sarah believes there is a Tribe in Oregon that has also start something similar.

Sarah Sullivan - Swinomish is doing Intensive Outpatient Treatment and hopefully will have recovery 
housing open this fall. Vicki suggested Swinomish share at a future ORW meeting or at the Housing 
workgroup.

Candice Wilson - OTPHR Website. 

Chairman Hillaire - He is appreciative of all the love for our people. They are opening a Secure Withdrawal 
Management and Stabilization facility by the end of this year or early next year. And also opening a pallet 
homes project and also transitional housing.

He also shared that they are trying to get the Association of WA Tribes started and had a meeting last 
week. This could potentially be a forum for some of this work once buy in from all of the 29 Tribes is 
obtained.

Asa Washines - He added the latest report from the AG's office and includes 2 supplemental reports on 
MMIWP. https://www.atg.wa.gov/news/news-releases/mmiwp-task-force-releases-annual-report-and-
two-commissioned-reports. Next week they will be releasing their Boarding School study to the Governor 
and the Legislature. They also go the first conviction from the Cold Case Unit for a 2016 case for 2nd 
degree murder. 

Charlene Abrahamson reported WAHBE has a new board member, Dr. Wolf. The next meeting is in July at 
Suquamish.

Colleen Cawston said that she did provide Vicki with the lived experience list of interested individuals. 
Hopefully, the process can be identified so we can get those seats filled and have that voice at our 
meetings. Vicki will work with the Gov's Office to get them onboarded. 

IX. Adjournment 
Candice Wilson closed with a blessing.

X. Meeting Materials
Zoom Chat

Zoom Transcript
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