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AIAN Opioid Response Workgroup (ORW) 
Minutes
American Indian Health Commission
3/11/2025 3:00 PMPDT

@ Virtual

Attendance
Present:
Members: Amber Arndt (remote), Caytee Cline (remote), Kim Coombs (remote), Dylan Gonzales 
(remote), Andrew  Guillen (remote), Lucy Hill (remote), Andrew Shogren (remote), Sarah 
Sullivan (remote), Dana Ward (remote), NW Indian Treatment Center (remote), Julia Ortiz 
(remote)
Guests: Roberta Romero/King5 (remote)
AGO: Asa Washines (remote)
AIHC: Kathryn Akeah (remote), Cindy Gamble (remote), Heather Holzer (remote), Laura Kluever 
(remote), Vicki Lowe (remote), Maria Ness (remote), Jen Olson (remote), Pam Priest (remote), 
Faith Turk (remote)
DOH: Amber Arndt (remote), Kathy Pierre (remote), Candice Wilson (remote)
DSHS: Tim Collins (remote), Leah Muasau (remote), Sher Stecher (remote)
HCA: Nakia DeMiero (remote), Lucilla Mendoza (remote), Lena Nachlabnd (remote), Kris Shera 
(remote)
OIC: Larry Robinette (remote)
VOA: Amanda WhiteCrane (remote), Clarissa Young-Weiser (remote)
WAHBE: Charlene Abrahamson (remote)

I. Welcome/Introductions 
Facilitators: Vicki Lowe, AIHC; Lucilla Mendoza, HCA. 
Introductions to include Updates and Upcoming Opportunities - All
Julia Ortiz/Lummi - She sent info re Lummi establishing a relationship with their local hospital to 
Kathryn Akeah. AIHC has met with the WA Assoc of Hospitals and found them to be defensive. There is 
hope to replicate what Lummi is doing with more hospitals. Julia explained there is a 8:00 meeting every 
morning with Lummi staff and hospital staff to review everyone in the hospital for 15 min. Then Lummi 
meets with the social work team. She believes it came about with an MOU. 
They have 40 pallet homes that were delivered in the last couple of days and should be opening in April. 
They are also onboarding 4 psychiatrists. 
Lummi is also working on a Detox and hospital (Secure Withdraw Management or SWM). They have 
broke ground. 
Amanda WhiteCrane - They are getting their text and chat programming going. They still have lots of 
openings and preparing for their launch in June. Once the route with is established with Vibrant, when 
someone calls, there will be chat options available., They have hired for a quality assurance position 
specific to their tribal services. They are also participating in the 988 Policy Academy next week. 
They have filled their family resource position. They are looking at a launch date of their telehealth 
Indian parenting services by the end of April.
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Amber Arndt - She put in the chat re a grant that DOH has extended because no applicants responded. 
You now have until Friday. WA-DOH opioid overdose prevention grant - deadline extended to THIS 
Friday. Injury and Violence Prevention | Washington State Department of Health. Additional information 
is available on the attached resources.
She is also working with their Overdose team on a couple of presentations. They've updated a one pager 
around Narcan dosage. 
Amber also added in the chat re the WIC Listening Session tomorrow. 
Andrew Guillen - They are waiting for county building permits for their remodeled facility, Thunderbird 
Treatment Center on Vashon Island. They are scheduled to be operational in September. 
Cayte Cline/Chehalis - They are onboarding staff and have their new BH building going up with a move 
in date hopefully in August. They have still not got the funding from the legislature. There is regular 
communication though. Vicki responded she will keep working on it! They are also working on an Opioid 
Crisis plan and get Narcan into peoples hands. 
Charlene Abrahamson/WAHBE - They are having a roundtable on March 31st then subsequent to that, 
a consultation, re the restricted view on Bronze Plans for Qualified Health Plans. a DTLL should be going 
out. 
Dana Ward/Jamestown S'Klallam - Their 16 bed Eval & Treatment Center is in Phase 1 and has the 
funding. 
Daylen Gonzales/Skokomish - They are onboarding both their medical director and psychiatric nurse 
practitioner this week!
Ofi Brown/Squaxin - They are onboarding new staff. Also working on their first Recovery Jam Session 
scheduled for Saturday March 29th in Elma from 11 - 4. In addition, working on a intertribal public 
version of DBT which is inhouse teaching on coping skills and connecting with different native plants. If 
you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me at obrown@squaxin.us or Lucy at lhill@squaxin.us.
Sarah Sullivan/Swinomish - Digwalic now has about 190 staff and service over 600 patients. There is 
one location in Concrete and 2 mobile units in Bellingham. They also have a 60 unit apartment complex 
that is slowly making its way for recovery housing.
Andrew Shogren - Census on the mobile unit is around 38 and providing service in Clallam Bay. 
Larry Robinette/OIC - He is heading out to a lot of organization and hopes to see people at various 
conferences. The next one he will be at is the American Indian Education Conference at Northern Quest 
and up at Lummi tomorrow.

II. Discussion on Opioid Response Resource Guide 
Presenter: Heather Holzer, AIHC
Resource Guide Working List. Resource Links shared in the chat were added to this document
AIHC is leading the work on a online resource guide. For the first phase, it will be housed on the AIHC 
website, organized by workgroup and then working with each workgroup to put together videos that 
introduce the workgroup. Also using video to introduce the resource. Vicki shared what we have so far. 
Please share any resources that you come across to make sure it gets into the resource guide.
Questions/Comments -
Asa Wshines shared the ATG did a report 5-6 years ago and has a lot of relevant information. He will 
look through that and forward to Vicki.

III. WA Tribal Opioid Task Force Updates 
Presenter: Vicki Lowe, AIHC
The Task Force meets monthly on the 4th Tuesday from 9 - 11. Each Tribe has a seat, the 2 UIHO's, the 
agencies, legislators, 

A. 3rd Tribal Opioid Response Summit updates, Recommendations for plenaries 
 The 3rd Annual Tribal Opioid Summit will be May 20-22 at ilani, Cowlitz Tribe. We will be using 
the same format as last year with a lived experience panel, a culture night, 5 breakouts and end 
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with a roundtable with the Governor on the last day. Attorney General Brown will attend on 
the second day. Students from Evergreen College will be doing the notetaking.
Tribal Leaders are being asked to sign up to have a video recording done with messages for the 
Tribal community. Lucy will follow up with Candice and Maureen re Lummi. Same thing for 
Yakama. Nisqually too.
Registration Link: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/etf6njr/lp/2630bf69-5eab-4e1a-
8a0f-cff2fdaf9c96. Please make sure to also reserve your hotel room. This needs to be done 
separately from the event registration. We able to obtain the per diem rate. The last day to 
book is Monday, April 28, 2025, to receive the Government Rate of $155 for reservations on 
May 19, 20, 21 and 22 using code NOPC2025 (subject to availability). Reservations for the hotel 
will be made by individual attendees directly with ilani reservations through this link.

B. Subcommittee Updates 
WTOF Task Force Continuum of Care Workgroup
Vicki reviewed this working document, updating it with the comments from this group. 

C. Task Force Report - Policy/Legislative Needs - Review Priorities from Summit and 
Identify Leg Changes Needed
(Was not addressed)

IV. King 5 News Engagement (Presenters: Roberta Romero)
Roberta Romero KING 5 Executive Producer Facing Race 206-713-5764. rromero@king5.com
Roberta or Bert, introduced herself and is here in hopes of collaborating with the Tribes on future 
stories for a unit called Facing Race, a KING5 series. KING5 built a website called MMIWP will all kinds of 
links and resources as a service. https://www.king5.com/missing-murdered-indigenous-women-people. 
The Indigenous community has been burned over and over again. Her job is to repair relationships. She 
is asking...what stories need to be told? She would love to do a story on impacts of federal funding for 
the Tribes. She wants to include in her stories the true reflection of our community - we are doctors, 
lawyers, experts, historians. Would love to engage young people as well. Bert will be in Yakima in April 
to do a story on Undocumented, and would be happy to meet with anyone while she is there. She also 
offered her investigative team! It is the best in the country.
Questions/Comments:
Leah Muasau would love to connect. Candice will have Chairman Hillaire get in contact with Bert.
Candice says a story on Tribal Sovereignty and the trust responsibility between the Tribes and the 
Federal Government. Bert would love to do that story as well....today.

V. Updates from AIHC and Discussion 
Presenter: Vicki Lowe
Maternal Infant Health workgroup will be March 18th, 10 - 12. Agenda will go out on Friday.
Next Wednesday is 988.TCBHAB. The Attorney General's office has been invited to come and listen and 
then present at the April meeting on the boarding school report. We need to think about the resources 
we will need when that report comes out at the end of the year as well as the exhibit they will be taking 
around the state. 

VI. Updates from HCA 
Presenters: Lucilla Mendoza, Kris Shera, Nakia DeMiero,

A. Legislation discussion 
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Kris Shera stated that they are in the middle of uncertainty with the Legislative session and the 
budget. As far as the Opioid settlement funds, that uncertainty will not impact because of last 
years Senate Bill 1699, which created the Tribal Prevention, Treatment, Recovery Opioid 
account. So 20% of the deposits into the State's Opioid Abatement Settlement account 
automatically go to the Tribes. The amount for the next biennium is going to be about the same 
but a little bit more. 
The next big meeting coming up is the State Opioid and Overdose Response Plan Learning 
Community meeting is on March 20th at 10:00. Here is the registration link: 
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-
recovery/state-opioid-and-overdose-response-soor-plan. They will be giving updates on Opioid 
Settlements, what we do and don't know about other settlement cases like Purdue and 
Albertson's, RiteAid so we will be getting more Opioid funds as these are litigated. It will be a 
long journey. 
Nakia DeMiero - Last month she sent out a second biannual check in as part of the Opioid 
Abatement funding. She will be sending out reminder emails soon. 
Lucy - DH is not here today as they are busy building a review team specifically with youth. So 
when they have more material, they will be here to share. They do have a mock of the T-Shirts 
for the Opioid Summit which Kia shared. The color is purple with quotes determined by this 
group. 

VII. AIHC Legislative Updates
Presenter: Vicki Lowe 

AIHC Legislative Updates

GIHAC may need to meet more than 3 times a year or have all day meetings to address all the work 
needing to be done. 

VIII. Agenda item for Upcoming Meetings and Wrap Up 
Charlene Abrahamson shared that she is looking to schedule the Consultation the week of April 15th or 
16th. Vicki responded that both dates look good.
Lucy shared that next month DOH/HCA hosting a listening session on the HYS AI/AN and Tribal report 
template.
Cindy Gamble shared that one of the Maternal Infant Health projects that AIHC is working on is a 
statewide survey. It is for the Maternal Child Health block grant that happens every 5 years. One of the 
requirements is that there is a survey to inform the next 5 years of work and funding. This is the first 
time for a statewide intentional effort to survey AIAN Natives. We will hold 6 regional sessions and want 
to to get input from every Tribe. One of the issues they will talk about is the impact of opioid use in our 
community. Leah asked about how the data is being captured on the deaths of our native babies dying 
off of the reservations. Good question! Cindy will look into this.
For future meetings, Leah suggested including planning folks in the counties that have a lot of good local 
resources. Leah said there is a contact person but couldn't remember her name. She will share with 
Vicki. 

IX. Closing 
Candice shared...
In honor of Billy Frank Jr Day | March 9th: “I don’t believe in magic. I believe in the sun and the stars, 
the water, the tides, the flooding, the owls, the hawks flying, the river running, the wind talking. They 
are measurements. They tell us how healthy things are. How healthy we are. Because we and they are 
the same. That’s what I believe in.”
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